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of review until no later than October 24,
2001.

This notice is issued and published in
accordance with section 751(a)(3)(A) of
the Act and § 351.213(h)(2) of the
Department’s Regulations.

Dated: June 26, 2001.
Joseph A. Spetrini,
Deputy Assistant Secretary, AD/CVD
Enforcement Group III.
[FR Doc. 01–16598 Filed 6–29–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration,
Commerce

Export Trade Certificate of Review

ACTION: Notice of issuance of an
amended export trade certificate of
review, application no. 99–1A005.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
has issued an amendment to the Export
Trade Certificate of Review granted
originally to California Almond Export
Association (‘‘CAEA’’) on December 27,
1999. Notice of issuance of the
Certificate was published in the Federal
Register on January 6, 2000 (65 FR 760).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vanessa M. Bachman, Acting Director,
Office of Export Trading Company
Affairs, International Trade
Administration, by telephone at (202)
482–5131 (this is not a toll-free number)
or by E-mail at oetca@ita.doc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title III of
the Export Trading Company Act of
1982 (15 U.S.C. 4001–4021) authorizes
the Secretary of Commerce to issue
Export Trade Certificates of Review. The
regulations implementing Title III are
found at 15 CFR part 325 (2000).

The Office of Export Trading
Company Affairs (‘‘OETCA’’) is issuing
this notice pursuant to 15 CFR 325.6(b),
which requires the Department of
Commerce to publish a summary of the
certificate in the Federal Register.
Under section 305(a) of the Act and 15
CFR § 325.11(a), any person aggrieved
by the Secretary’s determination may,
within 30 days of the date of this notice,
bring an action in any appropriate
district court of the United States to set
aside the determination on the ground
that the determination is erroneous.

Description of Amended Certificate

Export Trade Certificate of Review
No. 99–00005, was issued to California
Almond Export Association, L.L.C. on
December 27, 1999 (65 FR 760, January
6, 2000).

California Almond Export Association
L.L.C’s Certificate of Review has been
amended to:

1. Add each of the following
companies as a new ‘‘Member’’ of the
Certificate within the meaning of
section 325.2(1) of the Regulations (15
CFR 325.2(1): Fisher Nut Company,
Modesto, California; Minturn Nut
Company, LeGrand, California; Quality
Nut Company, Escalon, California; and
Ryan*Parreira Almond Company, Los
Banos, California; and;

2. Delete Dole Nut Company,
Bakersfield, California and Santa Fe Nut
Company of Ballico, California, as
‘‘Members’’ of the Certificate.

The effective date of the amended
certificate is March 26,2001. A copy of
the amended certificate will be kept in
the International Trade Administration’s
Freedom of Information Records
Inspection Facility, Room 4102, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th Street
and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230.

Dated: June 26, 2001.
Vanessa M. Bachman,
Acting Director, Office of Export Trading,
Company Affairs.
[FR Doc. 01–16475 Filed 6–29–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Judges Panel of the Malcolm Baldridge
National Quality Award

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of closed meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app.
2, notice is hereby given that there will
be a closed meeting of the Judges Panel
of the Malcolm Baldridge National
Quality Award on Wednesday, August
2, 2001. The Judges Panel is composed
of nine members prominent in the field
of quality management and appointed
by the Secretary of Commerce. The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss the
criteria for moving applicants to
consensus/site visits; review of Stage I
process; a review of Stage I data and
selection of applicants for consensus; a
report on segmentation of Judges survey
data; a discussion of the draft issue
sheet on CEO engagement; a discussion
of the draft flowchart for the November
process; and a review of senior training.
The applications under review contain
trade secrets and proprietary

commercial information submitted to
the Government in confidence.
DATES: The meeting will convene
August 2, 2001, at 9 a.m. and adjourn
at 4:30 p.m. on August 2, 2001. The
entire meeting will be closed.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, Chemistry Building,
Training Room 1, Gaithersburg,
Maryland 20899.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Harry Hertz, Director, National Quality
Program, National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Gaithersburg,
Maryland 20899, telephone number
(301) 975–2361.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Assistant Secretary for Administration,
with the concurrence of the General
Counsel, formally determined on
February 12, 2001, that the meeting of
the Judges Panel will be closed pursuant
to section 10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 2, as
amended by section 5(c) of the
Government in the Sunshine Act, Pub.
L. 94–409. The meeting, which involves
examination of records and discussion
of Award applicant data, may be closed
to the public in accordance with Section
552b(c)(4) of Title 5, United States Code,
since the meeting is likely to disclose
trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a
person and privileged or confidential.

Dated: June 26, 2001.
Karen H. Brown,
Acting Director.
[FR Doc. 01–16530 Filed 6–29–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[Docket No. 010501107–1107–01]

RIN 0648XA67

Termination of 121.5/243 MHz Satellite
Alerting

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public
that the International Cospas-Sarsat
Program plans on terminating 121.5/243
MHz satellite alerting on February 1,
2009. This action responds to guidance
provided by the United States National
Search and Rescue Committee, the
International Maritime Organization,
and the International Civil Aviation

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 16:25 Jun 29, 2001 Jkt 194001 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\02JYN1.SGM pfrm01 PsN: 02JYN1



34913Federal Register / Vol. 66, No. 127 / Monday, July 2, 2001 / Notices

Organization. These organizations have
requested that 121.5/243 MHz satellite
alerting be terminated, due to the high
number of false alerts and the negative
impact on 121.5/243 MHz emergency
beacons users and search and rescue
responders. The intended effect of this
action is to transition the public from
121.5/243 MHz emergency beacons to
emergency beacons operating at 406
MHz.
DATES: The termination of 121.5/243
MHz satellite alerting is expected to take
place on February 1, 2009.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ajay
Mehta, SARSAT Program Manager, at
(301) 457–5678.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
The National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration’s National
Environmental Satellite, Data, and
Information Service (NESDIS) manages
the Nation’s operational geostationary
and polar-orbiting environmental
satellites, and manages a large collection
of atmospheric, geophysical and
oceanographic data. Within NESDIS, the
Office of Satellite Data Processing and
Distribution (OSDPD) manages and
directs the operation of the central
ground facilities which ingest, process,
and distribute environmental satellite
data and derived products to domestic
and foreign users. OSDPD manages the
United States Search and Rescue
Satellite-Aided Tracking (SARSAT)
Program, and represents the United
States to the international Cospas-Sarsat
Program. NOAA, along with the United
States Coast Guard, United States Air
Force and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, is responsible for
implementing the Cospas-Sarsat
Program at the national level in the
United States.

Cospas-Sarsat’s ultimte mission is to
assist in saving lives. The Cospas-Sarsat
System has assisted in the rescue of
more than 11,000 persons since its
inception in 1982. The current Cospas-
Sarsat Program was established by an
inter-governmental agreement signed in
1988 between the Governments of
Canada, France, the former Soviet
Union and the United States.

The system works in the following
manner: Search and rescue instruments
are flown on the United States’s NOAA
polar-orbiting and geostationary-orbiting
satellites and Russian Nadezhda series
of polar-orbiting satellites. These
instruments are capable of detecting
signals from emergency beacons referred
to as Emergency Locator Transmitters
(ELTs), Emergency Position Indicating
Radio Beacons (EPIRBs), or Personal

Locator Beacons (PLSs). ELTs are
primarily used by aircraft, EPIRBs by
maritime vessels, and PLSb by
individuals on land.

ELTs, EPIRBs, and PLBs may operate
on either the 121.5, 243 or 406 MHz
frequencies. 121.5/243 MHz beacons
transmit an analog signal that does not
contain any information about the
beacon or user. Alternatively, the 406
MHz beacons transmit a digital code
that contains information about the type
of beacon. Each 406 MHz beacon in the
world has a unique identifier. The
unique identifier allows for additional
information called registration data to
be linked to each beacon. After receipt
of ELT, EPIRB or PLB signals by the
satellite, the satellite relays the signals
to earth stations referred to as Local
User Terminals (LUTs).

The LUT, after computing the location
of the emergency beacon using Doppler
technology, transmits an alert message
to its respective Mission Control Center
(MCC) via a data communication
network. The MCC performs matching
and merging of alert messages with
other received messages, geographically
sorts the data to determine the
appropriate search and rescue authority,
and subsequently transmits a distress
messge to another MCC, an appropriate
search and rescue authority such as a
national Rescue Coordination Center
(RCC) or a foreign SAR Point of Contact
(SPOC). In the United States, distress
alert data is transmitted to one of the
following search and rescue authorities:
the United States Air Force Rescue
Coordination Center (AFRCC) at Langley
AFB in Virginia; the 11th Rescue
Coordination Center at Elmondorf AFB
in Alaska; one of 10 United States Coast
Guard Rescue Coordination Centers; or
the Joint Rescue Coordination Center
located in Key West, Florida that is
responsible for some overseas search
and rescue regions.

The USMCC also transmits distress
messages internationally to: SAR Points
of Contact (SPOCs) in other nations that
are considered within the USMCC
service area, but outside of its national
search and rescue region; or MCCs in
other nations.

Termination of 121.5/243 MHz Satellite
Alerting

The Cospas-Sarsat Program made the
decision to terminate 121.5/243 MHz
satellite alerting services in response to
guidance from the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) and the
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO). These two
agencies of the United Nations are
responsible for regulating the safety of
ships and aircraft respectively, on

international transits, and handling
international standards and plans for
maritime and aviation search and
rescue. More than 180 nations are
members of IMO and ICAO.

Another major factor in the decision
to stop satellite processing of 121.5/243
MHz signals is due to problems in this
frequency band which inundate search
and rescue authorities with false alerts,
adversely impacting the effectiveness of
lifesaving services. Although the 406
MHz beacons currently cost more, they
provide search and rescue agencies with
more reliable and complete information
to do their job more efficiently and
effectively.

The implication of this Cospas-Sarsat
decsion is that users of ELTs, EPIRBs,
and PLBs that operate on 121.5/243
MHz should eventually begin using
beacons operating on 406 MHz if they
wish to continue having their beacons
detected by satellites. United States
registered civil aircraft may carry a
121.5 MHz ELT to satisfy the
requirements described in CFR Title 14,
part 91, section 207. At the present time,
the United States does not mandate the
carriage of 406 MHz ELTs. The carriage
of 406 MHz ELTs is optional. The
United States does not have any
mandatory carriage requirements for
121.5 MHz EPIRBs.

Cospas-Sarsat is an international
program and the decision to terminate
satellite processing of distress signals at
121.5/243 MHz does not mean that
users cannot continue to use 121.5/243
MHz emergency beacons. The result of
this termination process is that the
121.5/243 MHz signals will no longer be
detected by satellites, under the
auspices of Cospas-Sarsat. This lack of
signal processing could result in a
distress signal from a 121.4/243 MHz
emergency beacon not being detected, or
the detection being significantly
delayed. The termination of 121.5/243
MHz processing is planned far enough
into the future to allow current 121.5/
243 MHz emergency beacon users to
transition smoothly to 406 MHz
beacons.

(Authority: Pub. L. 98–8, Title I, 104
(1983); 15 U.S.C. 313; 33 U.S.C. 883a; 49
U.S.C. 44720(b))

Gregory W. Withee,
Assistant Administrator for Satellite and
Information Services.
[FR Doc. 01–16575 Filed 6–29–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510–HR–M
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